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“Adventurers Against � eir Will is a brilliant and compelling account 
of men and women caught in the turbulence of war. Part insightful 
history and part family drama, the book leads readers on a journey 
into the past, answering many questions and posing new ones along 
the way. Joanie Schirm has made a fresh and vital contribution to 
our understanding of World War II’s impact on the lives of people 
in Central Europe.” 

–Madeleine Albright, Former U.S. Secretary of State

“I could say that this reads like a novel but I’ve read a lot of novels 
set during the Holocaust and most of them, no matter how carefully 
researched, fall � at; you can always tell precisely where the research stops 
and the plot begins. What makes Adventurers so compelling is that none 
of its characters are aware of the roles they’re playing. It’s heartbreaking 
to realize how forward-looking and hopeful they’d been—how excited 
to be a part of Masaryk’s doomed democracy. � eir warts-and-all 
humanity brings home the horror of what was lost so much more 
powerfully than the pathos of cheap storytelling ever could.” 

–Arthur Goldwag, author of The New Hate

 


